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Fundamentally, Phil Crane understood the
importance of trade to the U.S. economy and
U.S. jobs. He also saw the economy as an im-
portant force for change in our world in ad-
vancing democratic institutions and economic
freedoms overseas, while promoting high-pay-
ing export-oriented jobs here at home. His leg-
acy on trade is with us today and will be felt
by generations to come.

—

HONORING AMBASSADOR  SENG
SOUKHATHIVONG AND THE LAO
PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUB-
LIC

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, on Au-
gust 10, 1955, the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic (PDR) and the United States estab-
lished diplomatic relations.

Since this time, both countries have worked
together on key issues, including carrying out
humanitarian work for and on behalf of those
missing in action (MIA). In 2008, the Lao PDR
and USA established military-to-military co-
operation. Laos would like to work more close-
ly on UXO clearance, counter-narcotics, and
the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP).

Laos is considered the world’s most heavily
bombed nation. From 1964 through 1973, dur-
ing the war in Indochina, the United States
flew 580,000 bombing runs over Laos and
dropped more than 2 million tons of ordnance
on the countryside, exceeding the amount of
bombs dropped on Germany and Japan in
World War II.

Cluster bombs still continue to kill innocent
people and also affect rural economic devel-
opment. Estimates of the number of
unexploded submunitions from cluster bombs
range from 8 million to 80 million, with less
than one half of one percent destroyed, and
less than 1% of contaminated lands cleared.

In response to a hearing | held in April 2010
drawing attention to the situation during my
service as Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Asia and the Pacific and after U.S. Secretary
of State Clinton made her historic visit to Laos
in 2012, the U.S. government increased as-
sistance to Laos from $5 million to $9 million
in 2012; and up to $12 million in 2014.

While the Lao government appreciates the
assistance, this is a pittance. In order to be
bomb-free, Laos needs the United States to
assume responsibility for UXO clearance and
contribute significantly—in a way that would
make a difference.

Regarding counter-narcotics, the United
States has facilitated the work of the National
Committee for Drug Control and Supervision
since 1989. Due to Lao government action
and international cooperation between 1998
and 2007, opium poppy cultivation has de-
creased by 96 percent. However, cultivation
has since risen from 1,500 hectares (ha) in
2007 to 6,800 ha in 2012, as estimated by the
UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

Laos sits at the heart of regional drug trade
in mainland southeast Asia and shares remote
and poorly-controlled borders with Burma,
Thailand, Cambodia, Vietham and China. The
Lao government recognizes the threat posed
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by illegal narcotics production and trafficking
and has articulated policies to address it.
However, the Lao government possesses little
ability to act independently since a high per-
centage of the government budget comes
from international donors. The United States
decreased its funding from $650,000 per year
to about $330,000. This has made it difficult
for Laos to implement the 2013 work plan on
counter-narcotics. The Lao government is
hopeful that the U.S. will consider increased
support for funding and also for further assist-
ance to build rehabilitation drug treatment cen-
ters in some provinces.

Regarding GSP, Laos became a member of
the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2013
and is looking forward to promoting bilateral
trade with countries in the world including the
United States. Laos is hopeful that the United
States will consider GSP approval to Laos.

The Lao government is represented in the
U.S. by His Excellency Seng Soukhathivong,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic to
the United States. Ambassador Seng
Soukhathivong began his diplomatic duties in
June 26, 2010. He served as First Secretary
and Counselor from 1993 to 1997; and in
2001 as Minister Counselor and Deputy Chief
of Mission at the Lao Embassy in Washington
D.C. Ambassador Soukhathivong has more
than 30 years of experience in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Ambassador Seng Soukhathivong has
worked to strengthen bilateral relations and to
promote trade and investment in Laos. He has
also been a strong advocate in calling for the
removal of cluster bombs in Laos and in urg-
ing the U.S. government to provide greater as-
sistance. He is my dear friend and brother,
and | commend him for his outstanding serv-
ice.

| extend my kindest and highest regards to
His Excellency Seng Soukhathivong and his
lovely and talented wife, Madam Somdy
Soukhathivong, and their two children,
Prakaiseng and Sengfa. It has been my dis-
tinct honor to know them, and | wish them the
very best.

————

THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE TURKISH RE-
PUBLIC

HON. TOM COLE

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, during this past re-
cess, on October 29th, the Turkish people
celebrated Republic Day, which commemo-
rates the 91st anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Republic of Turkey.

On October 29, 1923, the Turkish Par-
liament proclaimed the new state as a repub-
lic, replacing the Ottoman Constitution. Turkish
soldiers prevailed in the War of Independence
despite being under equipped. Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, who led the Turkish Army became the
new country’s first President. Turkish women
played a crucial role in helping to bring about
a new nation. During the war they were often
left earning the only income in their house-
holds. They also assisted in the war effort by
transporting ammunition on their backs, mov-
ing cannon balls, and pushing equipment to
the battle fields.
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Since independence, Turkey has made in-
credible gains and taken its place among the
community of nations. Turkey remains an im-
portant ally in a turbulent region. Its economic
vibrancy has catapulted the country to become
the 6th-largest economy in Europe and the
16th in the world. Turkey has prevailed be-
cause of its roots as a republic and its place
as one of the few democracies in the region.

This political stability along with a strong
cultural connection has led to Turkish invest-
ment in Native American enterprises. Turkish
businesses have sought to share their experi-
ence and expertise with Native Americans.
There have been several Native American del-
egations to Turkey, and Turkish businesses
have visited tribes to discuss ways in which to
work together. This relationship between Turks
and Native Americans is a shining example of
how stable governments help foster collabo-
rative growth.

Mr. Speaker, all this is why, on this occa-
sion, | congratulate the people of Turkey on
this important anniversary, and look forward to
a strong and stable Turkish Republic for many
generations to come.

IN RECOGNITION OF NEIL
TELFORD

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate San Bruno Police Chief Neil Telford
upon the occasion of his retirement from the
San Bruno Police Department after 32 years
of distinguished service. Chief Telford’s story
is an example of a boy who grew up to serve
his neighbors.

Neil Telford was raised in the adjacent city
of South San Francisco. He graduated from
South San Francisco High School and at-
tended two of our outstanding community col-
leges: the College of San Mateo and Skyline
College in San Bruno. He holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in Criminal Justice from San Francisco
State University, an outstanding institution also
located in California’s 14th Congressional Dis-
trict.

In 1982, San Bruno hit the jackpot when it
offered Neil Telford the chance to be a volun-
teer Reserve Police Officer. During that time,
he attended the basic police academy in San
Jose and was then sworn in as a full-time San
Bruno police officer in 1984. He immediately
demonstrated his leadership capability by
serving as a Field Training Officer and as a
Detective. San Bruno promoted Detective
Telford to Sergeant in 1991. From there, his
rise was swift as he was promoted to Lieuten-
ant in 1997 and to Captain in 2002. He be-
came San Bruno’s sixth Police Chief in 2006.

San Bruno is a wonderful city of 42,000
nestled on the bay and across the hillsides of
the San Francisco Peninsula. It is character-
ized by families. There are families in San
Bruno Park, families in its churches, families
supporting its outstanding schools, and civic
engagement that rivals that of any community
in America. It is home to the Peninsula’s mid-
dle class, an outstanding community college,
and amazing youth baseball. The city is
blessed with beautiful trees, quaint streets and
a new train station that will soon be a center-
piece of downtown revitalization. It is also a
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